8th MEETING OF THE 
MEDITERRANEAN TASK FORCE FOR CANCER CONTROL (MTCC)
Istanbul, Turkey, Monday, April 5th, 2010
MINUTES

1. Attendees:

C. Arvanitakis (Greece), H Benkhalifa (Tunisia), JM Borras (Spain), M. Crespi (Italy), MS de Sabata (UICC), BK El Gueddari (Morocco), A Elzouki (Libya), E. Ghandour (Syria-USA), SN Khleif (Jordan-USA), A. Montori (Italy), PG Natali (Italy), A. Sallaku (Albania),  A. Sasco (France), Z. Sharaiha (Jordan), T. Shehu (Albania), T. Ferro (Spain), N. Tozun (Turkey), M. Tuncer (Turkey)
Guest attendance: P Akram (Iran), A Saggioro (Italy), A Venuti (Italy)
Apologies were received from the other Members who could not attend due to overlapping commitments or personal reasons
Difficult contacts: M. Bachour (Syria), L. Costa (Portugal), M. Sarhan (Jordan), F. Sabatin (Palestine), B Stabuc (Slovenia), A. Pawlowska (UICC)
2. Introductory Remarks

N.Tozun welcomed the participants and expressed her satisfaction for the success of the Scientific Session at the Acibadem University Hospital and the MSO Postgraduate held in the frame of the APOCP main Congress. She expressed also her gratitude to Princesses Ghida and Dina from Jordan for their participation in the event and for their continuous support of the MTCC initiatives and related events. In the absence of S. Iacobelli, returned to Rome due to urgent family problem, Z. Sharaiha, President-elect, expressed his gratitude and congratulations on behalf of MTCC-MSO speakers for the lavish hospitality and the perfect organization of the meetings. The complete sets of slides of the presentations at the MSO Postgraduate may be accessed and downloaded at the MSO website http://mso.cinbo.org/events.php?Id=65.
Z. Sharaiha reported on the contacts he had in Amman with an Assistant to Mr. Fini, President of the Italian Parliament and President of a Mediterranean initiative, who expresses his interest on the actions by MTCC: further contacts will be explored. MS de Sabata suggested she can contact Dr. Diego Serraino at the Italian Ministry of Health, who is dealing with the EUROMED project, in order to get further information.
3. Report by the Secretary General (SG)

M. Crespi briefly summarized the activities of the Secretariat and reported on the repeated contacts with MTCC members and with N. Tozun for the organization of the Istanbul events. Reported also on the MTCC website, implemented by the General Secretariat, where all the matters related to past and present actions are available to all members. M. Crespi reported also that, after an exchange of mails, a short meeting was taking place in Istanbul with Dr. Chris Wild, Director of IARC. Dr. Wild ensured he will explore the opportunity to nominate a IARC representative to MTCC.
4. Report by the Treasurer

A. Montori  distributed the balance of the MTCC bank account showing a depressing total of 1,168.4 euros and lamented the poor compliance by members to pay the 100 euros annual fee. Complying with his lamentations several members paid on the spot.
5. MTCC leaflet

A final version was distributed in Arab-English, Arab-French and Turkish-English. It was the result of painful exchanges of mails related mainly to the Arab wording, which seems unconvincing across the Arab world. Some of the difficulties related to the printing in Rome of the various versions of the leaflet were finally overcome by Iacobelli in finding a graphic printer of Arab mother language (from Jordan). Additional 1500 Euros (1000 by CINBO, 500 from MTCC funds) were invested in the project. In order to accommodate minor differences in the Arab wording S. Khleif suggested that those interested in diffusing the leaflet in their own country may request few adaptations in order to be flexible with local needs. That will be possible, as M Crespi explained, because the full text in word format may be sent and returned with the changes. The printing in Rome is rather cheap, around 700 Euros for 10,000 copies plus transport charges. Printing at local level is also possible with minor charges for the production of a final printable version adapted to the local needs. T. Shehu agreed with that concept. C. Arvanitakis suggested that, for use in Greece (that he will explore with competent authorities) a monolingual version would be preferable (Greek only). B El Gueddari, instead, is keen to have the leaflet bilingual because, being the product of an international entity, it would have more credibility. N. Tozun suggested to have the print in larger letters.
About the distribution of the leaflet and in order to increase the visibility of MTCC A. Montori and others agreed to explore the possibility to get a stand, free of charge, at major meetings, like UEGW, DDW and Oncology Congresses (like AROM suggested by B. El Gueddari). He suggested also to include the leaflet in the MTCC website, to create a poster to be available for public display and to design an MTCC banner.
In summary: a) the leaflet will be available with minor modifications of the Arab language to be used in Arab speaking countries; b) monolingual versions may be implemented in case of specific needs; c) printing could be done in Rome at a reasonable charge or locally; 4) a free stand for MTCC at major meetings, where MTCC leaflets will be distributed and posters displayed, will be implemented. It is now up to you, MTCC members, to let the Secretariat know your intentions and needs.
6. Formal Presentations

Note: the slides of the presentations may be accessed in the Download Area of the MTCC website www.mtcc.cinbo.org by clicking on “Past Events”

6.1 MS de Sabata : UICC 2010: Role, purpose and plans
She presented a complete overview of the many actions by UICC, its worldwide memberships, the publications and the future plans based on the World Cancer Declaration. Projections of cancer burden up to 2015 were also presented, as well as the minimal funds (less than 2%) of the health aid spent today for Non Communicable Diseases (NCD) which are expected to rise dramatically in the forthcoming years, especially in developing countries. She also highlighted the possible cooperation of MTCC with UICC that she will explore further when back in Geneva. Look at the slides.
6.2 JM Borras: Cancer control in Catalonia (Spain): challenges and perspectives
He presented a complete overview of epidemiology of cancer in the Region, the structure of the PHS, the ongoing actions for cancer control and care. In summary, a global approach to the problem and how health authorities may lay down a long term plan: a good model for all those interested in planning cancer control activities! Look at the slides.
6.3 PG Natali: The joint fellowships educational program MTCC-Pezcoller Foundation: an update 
The Pezcoller MTCC dedicated fellowship was exploited by a young doctor from Albania, Emiliana Huti, enabling her to participate in the Istanbul congress. Further fellowships are available, by the same rules. These have to be requested well in advance accessing the Pezcoller call in the MTCC and/or MSO websites. PG Natali warmly invited the eligible countries to submit applications. The list of the MSO PG Courses is in their website (www.mso.cinbo.org).
7. Partial renewal of the MTCC Executive and Committee Members

- President S. Iacobelli finished his term and will remain in the Executive as Past President

- Z. Sharaiha is the new President for a 3 year term. He expressed his gratitude to Iacobelli for the invaluable impulse he gave to the creation and support to the Association. He expressed his convincement that close links will be kept with CINBO and the Mediterranean School of Oncology (MSO) for all the future initiatives.

- N. Tozun was sworn in as President-Elect

- Several of the past positions were reconfirmed in writing or directly at the meeting and new members were allocated to the Committees at their request. JM Borras withdrawn from the Scientific Committee because of overburden of engagement but proposed Tarsila Ferro as new member who will participate in the MTCC activities: the proposal was unanimously accepted 
- An important new Advisory Committee was implemented with the aim to forward proposals to the Executive Committee about future actions. Members of that Committee met directly after the MTCC business meeting to lay down the Tirana event (see following point 8)

- the final lay out of the MTCC is as follows: 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
- President: Zeyad Sharaiha (Jordan) 

- Past President: Stefano Iacobelli (Italy)
- President –Elect: Nurdan Tözün (Turkey) 

- Vice-Presidents:Hamouda Boussen (Tunisia), Brahim El Gueddari (Morocco), Vladimir Dimov 

  (Macedonia)
- Secretary General. Massimo Crespi (Italy) 

- Treasurer: Alberto Montori (Italy) 

Nominating Committee :
H. Abdel Hamid (Egypt), K. Bouzid (Algeria), M. Katicic (Croatia), A. Sallaku (Albania)

Scientific Committee:
J.G. Delinassios, Greece (resigned), A. Elzouki (Libya), S. Khatib (Jordan), P.G. Natali (Italy), M. Sarhan (Jordan),A. J. Sasco (France)

Advisory Committee: C. Arvanitakis (Greece), MS de Sabata (UICC), E. Ghandour (Syria-USA

S Khleif (Jordan), T. Shehu (Albania), M. Tuncer (Turkey)

The above structure appears on the new letterhead (enclosed) which may be downloaded by the members and used for their related correspondence.

8. General discussion and future MTCC meetings

A consensus was expressed by the members on the actions discussed in the previous points. 
E. Ghandour was requested to explore significant memberships in Syria. Our colleagues M. Katicic and R. Pulanic will be requested to search for memberships in Slovenia due to the “no news” from Stabuc. A mail will be sent from the Secretariat to explore the interest in having the leaflet translated in other national languages (Greek, Croatian, Albanian) whereas N. Tozun will care for diffusion of the leaflet in Turkey. Z. Sharaiha will explore further memberships from Lebanon and Egypt.
8.1 Future meetings
Our colleagues from Albania (A. Sallaku and T. Shehu) decided for an important meeting in Tirana  on April 29-30, 2011. It will be joint with an MSO Postgraduate involving the Albanian doctors but also colleagues from neighbouring countries. The Advisory Committee will lay down a detailed proposal and program for the PG. A support from the Albanian Prime Minister, S Berisha, was quickly ensured and, with the aim of a major event, also the Jordanian Princesses will be invited to attend and invitations will be explored also towards political personalities in Italy and Greece. 
N. Elzouki from Libya will consider the possibility to organize a meeting and an MSO PG in Tripoli, joint with their GE congress, October 3-4,2010. In addition, he will try to organize a PG directed to young GPs in Tripoli next May involving just 2-3 speakers from MTCC.
With renewed thanks to N. Tozun for the optimal organization of the events and the lavish hospitality, the meeting was adjourned.
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