9th MEETING OF THE 

MEDITERRANEAN TASK FORCE FOR CANCER CONTROL (MTCC)

Tirana, Albania, Saturday, April 30th, 2011

MINUTES

1. Attendees:

C. Arvanitakis (Greece), M. Crespi (Italy), MS de Sabata (Italy), A Elzouki (Libya), J. Escourrou (France), E. Ghandour (Syria-USA), M. Katicic (Croatia), R. Pulanic (Croatia), S. Iacobelli (Italy), A. Montori (Italy), PG Natali (Italy), A. Sallaku (Albania), A. Sasco (France), Z. Sharaiha (Jordan), T. Shehu (Albania), N. Tozun (Turkey), M. Tuncer (Turkey)
Guest attendance: G. Biasco and A Saggioro (Italy), A. Dibra (Albania), L. Von Karsa (IARC, France), B. Sllamniku, S. Kerliu, J.Lakićević and F. Cupebjani (Kosovo)

Apologies were received especially from several Members from North Africa and Middle East, due to the local situation and to the overlap of dates with the African Middle East annual Congress of Oncology. 

2. Welcome and Introductory Remarks

T. Shehu expressed the satisfaction for the large attendance to the Congress and for the interest demonstrated by the Albanian authorities and those of the other countries in the Balkanian area, as well as for the large participation of local doctors and health professionals. He also expressed his gratitude for the local organizational team and, in particular, to Dr. Arvin Dibra who devoted himself for the success of the event.

Z. Sharaiha, MTCC President, apologized for the several absences of MTCC Members, due to circumstances beyond the perspectives during the planning phase. Underlined the crucial collaboration of CINBO and MSO, through S. Iacobelli, in organizing an attractive scientific program. Envisaged, for the near future, the possible inclusion of the Gulf countries in the MTCC in consideration of the many common problems in implementing cancer prevention, screening and targeted treatments.

S. Iacobelli stressed again the positive impact of a close common action between CINBO and MSO in the activities of MTCC and underlined the fellowship program, both by the Pezcoller Foundation and the MSO, to attend the meetings jointly organized.

At this point, by a kind of “standing ovation”, Arivn Dibra was incorporated as additional MTCC Member for Albania.

The Kosovo Delegation was warmly welcomed as invited guests at the MTCC meeting and actions will be implemented by the Secretary General M. Crespi to invite them to become Members of MTCC.

C. Arvanitakis asked about the status of MTCC as an NGO and received assurance that the By-laws, in fact, were tailored for such an aim.

N. Tozun, MTCC President-elect, suggested that, owing to the many meetings organized by the many scientific societies, to try the best to join forces, also in consideration to the restricted support available in a moment of a worldwide financial crisis.

Z. Sharaiha informed about the next AMAGE Congress in Oman and will explore the feasibility of an MTCC-MSO Postgraduate.

3. Report by the Executive Committee 

In addition to what reported in point 2. M. Crespi outlined the rather heavy work to keep in touch with Members and the organizers of the Tirana congress but ensured things are running smoothly, thanks also to the secretarial support by Ms. Ilaria Cei to whom some reimbursements have to be provided by the Treasurer.

A. Montori, Treasurer of MTCC, outlined the grim situation of the finances and asked for the payment, at least, of the annual dues of 100 Euros by the Members. Several responded positively on the spot, others committed themselves.

M. Crespi stressed the advantages to use the MTCC website as an open forum for Members. S. Iacobelli ensured the continuous support to the website by the CINBO, as well as for the typographic work to create further versions of the leaflet. M. Crespi reminded that all presentations (with slides) at the MTCC Business meetings and at the joint MSO PGs are available and downloadable at the website: a crucial support for Members for their teaching and educational activities.

4. MTCC leaflets

P.G. Natali informed about the successful distribution of more than 10,000 copies in various countries and requests are incoming for further action and further translations.

N. Tozun asked for a “Turkish only” version, perhaps with minor modifications.

M. Katicic and R. Pulanic expressed their interest in creating a Serbo-Croat version and T. Shehu for an Albanian version. The Serbo-Croat version could be used also in Kosovo and Montenegro.

M. Crespi will send the text and instructions for these translations (done). To note that a PDF format will then sent and could be printed locally in as many copies as desired.

S. Iacobelli and P.G. Natali mentioned the possibility to have also an Italian version: contacts are under way. Also a Rumanian version may be envisaged for use with immigrants in Italy.

N. Elzouki is in favor for an Arab only version.

L. Von Karsa made an interesting proposal: to have the key messages of the leaflet on he web and to activate, possibly, a “hot line” for closer contacts and information to the population; will send a proposal. There was a general agreement but the financial part has to be explored due to the poor status of MTCC budget. (see also point 5.3 about the ICISG).
5. Presentations

Note: the slides of the presentations may be accessed in the Download Area of the MTCC website 
5.1 C. Arvanitakis: Diet, Nutrition and G.I. Cancer: possible actions by MTCC
The proposal for an MTCC action in the field od cancer prevention through guidelines on personal lifestyle was accepted with great enthusiasm. An MTCC ad hoc leaflet could be implemented.

A. Saggioro offered his help and expertize and will co-work with C. Arvanitakis to implement a first draft. 

M. Crespi announced that our Member D. Khayat just published, in several languages, a book on diet and cancer addressed to the public: he could be included in the working group.

S. Iacobelli raised the problem of which could be the target for the leaflet and L. Von Karsa was wondering which could be the message.

In the discussion it was decided that further in depth brainstorming will be performed when the first basic draft will be circulated.

5.2 A. Sasco: Erasmus Mundus Course on “Cancer Control in low and medium income countries”- A proposal for MTCC actions

A one-week interactive PG was successfully implemented in Bordeaux and the format may be tailored for similar actions in the MTCC participating countries. For more details look at the slides.

5.3 MS de Sabata : The EUROMED initiative: an update

The EU initiative is expanding and has now also a section devoted to health. The Italian Minsitry of Health is supporting activities in the areas of 1) screening and 2) cancer registration. The suggestion is that MTCC may offer its network of countries to expand the knowledge about the program and facilitate the access to training. Details of the program may be accessed inputting of “euromediterranean partnership” in any search engine. In addition to the above MS de Sabata sent for distribution some information on the Cancer Information Service managed by the ICISG in partnership with UICC and suggested to explore the possibility for a pilot initiative in one of the MTCC countries. The ICISG website, very detailed, is www.icisg.org.

6. Open Discussion 

Several topics were just summarized due to late time. A. Sasco informed on a crucial United Nations meeting in New York on Non Communicable Disease (NCD) in September. It will be at the level of Heads of State and the program is dense and attractive. A. Sasco will send to the General Secretariat further details and important documents to be distributed to all the MTCC Members and to the participants to the meeting. (already sent, in PDF format, to all).
7. Closing remarks and Future meeting

The satisfaction for the productive meeting was expressed by Z. Sharaiha , T. Shehu and S. Iacobelli and by all the participants. There is work to do and M. Crespi ensured the full support by the General Secretariat.

Venue of the next meeting. A possibility could be either Kosovo or Montenegro: discussions were held at dinner with the Minister of Health of Kosovo Mr. Ferid Agani and Dr. Jadranka Lakićević, Deputy Minister. A follow up will be pursued by the General Secretariat. (done).
Z. Sharaiha will explore any possibility with the AMAGE organization.
With renewed thanks for the optimal organization of the events and the lavish hospitality, the meeting was adjourned.
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